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Avot” (lit. “fathers”) – recalling God’s faithfulness to the Patriarchs
Gvurot (lit. “powers”) – blessing God for his mighty works and the 
resurrection of the dead in particular
Kedushat ha-shem (lit. “sanctification of the Name”) – blessing God for his holiness, 
Binah (lit. “understanding”) – asking God to give wisdom and discernment
Tshuvah (lit. “repentance”)

Slikha” (lit. “forgiveness”)

Ge’ulah (lit. “redemption”) – requesting deliverance from affliction
Refuah (lit. “healing”)

Birkat ha-shanim (lit. “blessing of the years”) – that the land may be fruitful
Kibutz galuyot (lit. “ingathering of the exiles”)

Din (lit. “judgment”) – request for just leadership under God
Birkat ha-minim (lit. “blessing of the heretics”) – that the wicked may be undone, 
Tsadikim (lit. “righteous ones”) – that the pious may be blessed by God
Binyan Yerushalayim (lit. “building of Jerusalem”) – for its rebuilding
Et Tsemakh David (lit. “the rood of David”) or 
Malkhut bet David (lit. “kingdom of the house of David”) – for the restoration 
of the Davidic line
Tefilah (lit. “prayer”) – a petition that the previous prayers may be answered
Avodah (lit. “service”) – for a return of sacrifices to the temple
Hoda’ah (lit. “thanksgiving”)

Shalom (lit. “peace”) – entreating God to pour out his blessing.

It is generally agreed that the last blessing to be added to the Amidah 
was the Birkat ha-minim, or the prayer against heretics.  It is thought 
that the rise of Christianity motivated its institution, though there is 
some indication that it may also have been originally intended against 
Syrian domination in the second century B.C.E., and/or possibly used by 
the Pharisees against the Sadducees in the first century A.D.  Whatever 
the case, the Amidah had long become known for containing 18 blessings.  
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Our Classroom
Biblical Hebrew Ulpan (BHU)

a six-week intensive biblical Hebrew 
course taught during the summer.  

A unique teaching method that 
makes learning fun, effective and for 

everyone.

Biblical Studies in Israel (BSI)
an accredited one-year Undergraduate 

program of Land, Language and 
Literature of the Bible at The Hebrew 

University of Jerusalem

Study Tours
bringing the Bible to life through 

in-depth thematic tours. Tours are 
customized to suit the specific needs of 

groups for any size and age

Our Outreach
Israel Relief

Providing financial assistance for urgent 
situations to those in the Land needing 

help. A portion of this fund is also set aside 
for educational scholarships for the needy.

Funds needed: food vouchers, 
housewares & clothing vouchers, 

emergency medical & dental assistance, 
general needs

Children’s Fund 
 Helping children caught in great need 

due to the ongoing conflicts.
Funds needed: orphanages, school 

supplies, holiday gifts, general assistance 
for children

Our World
www.jerusalemcornerstone.org
for further details on our projects, pro-
grams and the communities we live and 
work in, visit our world on our website
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 - Along the Road continued 

Even after the 19th blessing was added at the end of the first century 
A.D., it nonetheless retained its already-crystallized name as the 
Shmone Esre or the “Eighteen.”  

An exciting point of reference for Christians is that there is little 
doubt that the Amidah in some form or another was already 
known in Jesus’ day, and that he and his disciples prayed it 
regularly.  At the same time, there are also indications that 
different Rabbis would compose their own distinctive prayers, 
sometimes as a kind of summary of the Amidah, and it has been 
suggested that maybe this is in part what motivated the disciples 
of Jesus to ask him for a prayer that was uniquely his (Lk 11:1-4).  
Today we know it as just that, the Lord’s Prayer, or in other words, 
Jesus’ prayer.

Whether or not Jesus intended the prayer he taught his disciples 
to be a shortened version of the Amidah cannot be ascertained.  
However, that it was taught in a context where the Amidah was 
already known is certainly interesting, and may in fact prove to be 
quite insightful in understanding some of the implications assumed 
by Jesus and his audience when he taught them his prayer.

Jewish commentaries have pointed out that the only one 
approaches God is addressed as “Father” in the Amidah is in its 
fourth and fifth blessings of the Amidah, the ones for repentance 
and forgiveness.  As one commentator put it: “A father has the 
responsibility to teach his son the proper way to live – but even if 
a son has rebelled and become estranged, the father’s compassion 
will assert itself if his son repents and seeks forgiveness” (from 
Etz Yosef). Jesus himself graphically illustrated this truth in the 
parable of the Prodigal Son (Lk 15:11-32).  Thus if the Jews in 
Jesus’ day turned to God as their father specifically when asking 
for forgiveness and repentance in the Amidah, the beginning of 
Jesus’ prayer with the words “our Father” would have undoubtedly 
evoked such a context.  In fact, it seems likely that the connection 
was intended, since in those two blessings of the Amidah, as in the 
Lord’s Prayer, God is not simply called father,  but “Avinu” – “our 
Father.”

Even in the Hebrew Bible, the only time God is called “our Father” 
(Isa 63:16 and 64:7), it is in the context of God’s mercy and 
forgiveness toward his children: children He had chosen for 
Himself (63:8), whom He had redeemed and delivered (vv. 8-9), 
but who had rebelled against him (v. 10), yet when they repented, 
even their earthly fathers would not acknowledge them, only 
their heavenly Father: “Though Abraham regard us not, and Israel 
recognize us not, You, O Lord, are our Father” (v. 16).  Thus, it is as 
their Father they turn to God and plead: “But now, O Lord, You are 
our Father… Be not implacably angry, O Lord, do not remember 
iniquity forever” (64:7-8 – all quotations from the JPS).

In the prayer Jesus taught his disciples, he urged them to 
approach God in humble repentance, albeit confident that God 
is a heavenly father who forgives even when earthly fathers 
may refuse to do so.  Thus the prayer continues: “forgive us our 
trespasses.”  The request can be made because, just as in the 
Amidah, He is Avinu – our Father.

At the heart of Jewish Prayer is one commonly 
known as the Amidah (lit. “standing”) or the 

Shmone Esre  (lit. “eighteen”).  The first of 
these two names reflects the position with which 

one is to recite the prayer, while the second 
indicates the number of blessings it contains, 
even though upon closer scrutiny one quickly 

notices that it is actually comprised of 19 
blessings, a detail to which we shall return later.  

So central is this prayer to Jewish life that it is 
often simply called Tefilah, or “Prayer.”

The details of the prayer’s origin are 
not all known.  What is certain is 
that its formulation began as early 
as the second century B.C., and that 
it developed over time until the end 
of the first century A.D., at  which 
point it was codified into something 
very much akin to the version still in 
use today.  The 18 (or 19) blessings 
are divided into three sections: the 
first three are blessings of praise, 
the next 12 (or 13) are blessings 
of petition, and the last three are 
blessings of thanksgiving.  They are 

entitled as follows: 
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White and Pink
to make you Think
By Rachel Schultz

Even before the rains have had their greening effect, 
Israel’s winter landscape bursts out in pockets of 
white and pink blossoms. These are the flowers of the 
almond tree and just a day or two of sunshine during 
the otherwise dreary season of cold is enough to start 
them blooming. In fact, the almond tree is the first of 
all trees to produce a springtime bud, even before it 

produces leaves. Somewhat ironically, due to the long 
maturation of the almond fruit (or nut), the almond is 
the last of trees to be harvested each year.

This little agricultural insight brought new meaning to 
my reading of Jeremiah’s vision of the almond branch. 
At the beginning of the book of Jeremiah we read of 
God’s commissioning of the young prophet:

“The word of the Lord came to me, saying, 
‘Jeremiah, what do you see?’ And I said, ‘I see 
a branch of an almond tree.’ Then the Lord said 
to me, ‘You have seen well, for I am watching 
over my word to perform it.’” Jeremiah 1:11,12

In these verses a Hebrew reader’s ears are immediately 
drawn to the word for almond tree (sha-ked) and to a 
rhyming word in the second half of the verse where God 
promises to “watch over” (sho-ked) His word. This little 
word play brings into focus the powerful allegory of the 
almond branch as a representation of God’s promise. 
For one, the almond’s first buds of spring illustrate 
the hope and new life that God is holding out to Israel 
through Jeremiah. Yet from Jeremiah’s vantage point, 
the maturing of this hope will be long and drawn 
out – parallel to the lengthy gestation period of the 
almond fruit. And here God promises His aggressive 
faithfulness. The word “sho-ked” that describes God’s 
“watching over” also involves an urgency and diligent 
persistence. Much like a farmer’s attentive care and 
nurturing are given with the final harvest in mind, God 
promises a constant and forceful faithfulness that will 
move this hope forward into fruition, no matter how 
long the maturation may take.

This past autumn, Dr. Buth flew to 
London to join in an adventure taking shape at 
a church called St Mary’s. What by name may 
appear to be nothing more than just another 
Anglican church is in reality a one of a kind 
community of believers. As a Sunday guest, 
you’ll be greeted by their vicar dressed in jeans 
and a t-shirt, handed a monthly newsletter they 
call Mary’s Mag, and be invited to return soon 
for an evening of good food and wine where 
dialogue about faith is a given and there’s 

no question about God that’s out of bounds. 
The church’s body reflects the reality of 15 
years of booming growth in London’s Christian 
community, particularly in the 20-35 age group. 
With really very little else in central London 
to serve the thousands of young-professional 
Christians, St. Mary’s has become home to 
a vibrant and youthful congregation with a 
high density of people in the arts, media and 
entertainment business. 

The church offers a wide variety of programs, 
events and courses that seek to infiltrate 
their diverse and complex ‘neighborhood’ of 
central London.  For instance, there are those 
in the congregation who seek to reach out to 
their ‘neighbors’ in the Houses of Parliament 
through bible study.  At the other end of the 
social spectrum their Hoot Drum program 
engages at-risk youth of the city in drumming 
activities by using an appealing twist. They 
extend the definition of a “drum” to include 
trash cans, plastic containers, water bottles 
and the like, and in doing so create a fun and 
urban appropriate setting where members of 
St. Mary’s can develop strong relationships with 
the youth of the city while at the same time 
nurture life skills and confidence through music 
and performance.

Side by side with their passion to bring 
comfort, challenge, and change to their 
community is their desire to be involved in 
the world-wide expansion of God’s kingdom, 

specifically through church planting.  This has 
resulted in a growing sense of calling for many 
in the congregation to pursue more training in 
biblical studies, theology, leadership and even 
ordination.  In fact, it was for this very purpose 
that the church launched a brand new initiative, 
Westminster Theological Centre (WTC). 

In its conception, WTC sees itself to be a merging of 
the highest levels of biblical/theological scholarship 
with the dynamism of twenty- and thirty-
somethings passionate about Jesus, the extension 

of his kingdom and church 
planting.  Courses draw from 
a wealth of resources in the 
area, including an ordination 
program through Cambridge, 
and are built to facilitate the 
busy schedules of working 
professionals.

It was an honor for Dr. Buth 
to accept an invitation 
from WTC to come help 
build their biblical language 

department. In line with their quest for 
excellence alongside youthful energy, Dr. Buth 
was able to introduce them to a method of 
language learning that keeps the classroom fun, 
dynamic, and very effective. After long days at 
their jobs, students would show up for two hours 
of Hebrew or Greek.  They would step into a 
biblical world where songs, memory verses, drills 
and instruction were all conducted in the ancient 
language – right from day one. To the students 
surprise it was a great recipe for laughter and 
learning (at least until exam time).

Equally novel for Dr. Buth was opportunity to 
test-run his Greek materials that have been years 
in preparation.  This coming summer back home 
in Israel, he will launch his first ever intensive 
Greek scholé. This will be run along side his 10th 
intensive Hebrew program, which in recent years 
has added an intermediate level. Both in England 
and elsewhere it has been very meaningful for 
Dr. Buth to hear from many of his students how 
their Hebrew and Greek study have spiritually 
quickened their lives.

As a supporting partner to BLC, we at JCF have 
been encouraged and blessed to see growth 
of their programs. In the same way, we are 
encouraged to hear of like-minded programs like 
WTC. Together we ask for God’s continued grace 
and blessing on WTC, and the whole St. Mary’s 
family, as they eagerly respond to the call to 
see serious biblical and theological study in the 
service of church and mission. 

Hebrew and Greek for the Urban Savvy
Biblical Language Center (BLC), led by Dr Buth, is all about connecting the Christian 
community back to the original languages of the Bible. Although to date BLC’s primary efforts 
revolve around running its summer school in Israel, BLC shares the global vision of 
Isaiah 2:3 “For out of Zion shall go forth teaching, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” 
In fact in its short history, BLC has had opportunity to inspire remote replicas of its programs 
in the USA, Nigeria, India and Italy. More recently, this list grew to include London, England. 
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Biblical Language Center
Summer Programs in Israel

Adventure into a new world of 
biblical languages through a 

fun and effective way to learn. 
You can do it!

JUNE 17-JULY 27, 2007
Biblical Hebrew  

Beginning or Intermediate
Beginning Koine Greek  
New this Summer 2007 

Everyone is welcome.
Check it out:  

www.bibilicalulpan.org JCF BIBLICAL STUDY TOURS
Oct 7-18

Backgrounds of Jesus World 
with host David Tarkington

Oct 28 – Nov 9

Israel: Past and Present
with hosts Larry and Mary Ehrlich
This tour will include themes such as key Christian contribu-
tions to the establishment of the modern State of Israel with 
special focus on the events of October 31, 1917


