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“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of bondage.”(Ex. 20:2)

(“Out of the House of Bondage” Cont.)

by Bethany Slater

 “God is Good!” Tabitha proclaimed in her African tradition.  
She waited for our response. “All the time,” we managed to re-
ply, but some of us were unfamiliar with this ‘call and response’ 
greeting ritual and we were also troubled by the horrific stories 
we have been hearing from Tabitha and other Sudanese refu-
gees. 
 Tabitha came to Israel following the same torturous journey 
through the Sinai Desert as the Children of Israel thousands of 
years ago.  She didn’t spend 40 years in the desert but she did 
spend days, walking through the Sinai, fleeing the slave-like con-
ditions of her life as a refugee in Egypt. She slipped past Egyptian 
border guards who would have shot her had she been seen; 
she climbed through the fences of barbed wire that separate 
the Egyptian Sinai and the Israeli Negev deserts. But when she 
arrived in the “promised land,” she was imprisoned as a citizen 
of a belligerent state, a potential threat to the security of Israel.  
What made her face this journey?
 Tabitha is not alone. At this point, 1160 Sudanese refugees 
have successfully crossed into Israel seeking safety. Many, many 
more are trying. This influx has created political and social ten-
sion here as politicians debate what to do. This is the first time 
that non-Jews have looked to Israel for asylum in such large 
numbers. About 200 are Muslim Sudanese from Darfur and the 
rest are Christians fleeing the 20+ year civil war in Southern 
Sudan. All of them are black Africans and all have unimaginable 
stories of brutality, murder, rape and exploitation to tell both of 
their lives in Sudan and, perhaps more surprisingly, also of their 
lives in Egypt. Most of these refugees have lived in Egypt for sev-
eral years. Most tried to register there as refugees with the UN 
High Commission for Refugees (HCR). In these last few months 
they have been given a forum to tell their stories: to human 
rights groups, to humanitarian organizations, to the Israeli Parlia-
ment and to us, Christians in this land. Despite having over 100 

employees, the UN HCR in Egypt has in some cases taken up to 
three years to process the refugees’ applications for asylum in 
different countries. Many have been cheated by employers, who 
refuse to pay them. Some have been denied medical treatment; 
others have been beaten by police for no apparent reason. On 
the streets, they have been called “slaves,” deliberately hit by 
cars, and are often the targets of stones hurled by youths who 
know there will be no repercussions. Perhaps most horrifying is 
that some women, when given access to Egyptian hospitals for 
cesarean deliveries, had organs taken from them without their 
consent. The Sudanese are desperate to stay here.
 Now that the flow of refugees has swollen to 700 each of 
the last two months most are no longer being taken to prison, 
like they were at first. Presently they are dropped off in the 
center of major cities by the boarder patrols that find them. 
In the major towns of the Negev, many Israelis have tried to 
provide the necessities of life to the refugees. They have helped 
them find jobs and some sort of support network. The hotel 
industry all over Israel has stepped up to offer jobs and tem-
porary housing to the refugees, many of whom speak Arabic or 
surprisingly good English.   
 In our last issue we mentioned the work of ASSAF and how 
JCF has contributed towards their programs aimed at helping 
the refugees build community connections and deal with the 
emotional aftermath of abuse. Within the last month JCF has 
also partnered with the International Christian Embassy by 
providing financial assistance to two Christian Baptist Sudanese 
families who have been separated for over a year and a half.  
When they arrived here the husbands were both imprisoned; 
their wives and children were sent to a shelter in the north of 
the country.  Now they have been reunited in Jerusalem. The 
husbands have been given jobs at the Crown Plaza Hotel in 
Jerusalem. We were so thankful to have the funds to contribute  

towards some of the basic needs of these families. At minimum wage 
they will struggle to pay utilities, buy food, and pay rent. JCF would like 
to be able to help with the basics and with the extras, like school fees 
for the two older children.  
 These are the needs for just two families. As I write this article 
there are seven more living in a kinder-garden who will have to find 
alternative housing next week. JCF is eager to love these new neigh-
bors of ours. Please pray for us and for our Christian brethren who 
have come through so much pain and have many more struggles ahead 
of them.
 When Tabitha introduced herself to the congregation she used 
the verse in the New Testament where her name is mentioned. She 
quoted it to us by heart: “At Jaffa there was a certain disciple named 
Tabitha... This woman was full of good works and charitable deeds 
which she did.”1 Through the deaths of father and brothers, through 
the murder of her mother in Egypt, through the experience of prison, 
through it all the words of the Scripture have remained on her lips, “…
your word has given (her) life.”2

1  Acts 9:36-40
2  Psalm 119:50b

Good News from the Middle East: 
A Non-Oxymoron

By Liz Kopp

 We were barely surviving the week long heat wave that hung over 
Jerusalem when an even warmer invitation was extended to us to visit 
friends, Joe and Tamira Korn, living and working in the Arava Valley 
at Kibbutz Yahel near Eilat. We were willing to endure the additional 
degrees just to be able to catch a first-hand glimpse of the innovative 
methods Israel is implementing in its dairy farms. The system is called 
AfiFarm which involves the world’s most comprehensive software for 
advanced dairy farming and herd management.
 When we arrived we found the cows, sporting orange ankle brace-
lets, providing real-time information such as culling rate, conception 
rate, waste days, etc. ensuring data accuracy. AfiFarm assists farm man-
agement, through its 120 reports and graphs, in realtime. On afimilk 
modules dairy farmers locate weak points on any farm related to an 
entire herd or an individual cow. They can detect if a cow is coming 
down with an infection before it becomes full blown, saving in medica-
tion costs and loss of milk production.  AfiFarm modules provide the 
dairy farmer with decision making tools for both short term tactical 
and long term strategic decisions. For example, the computerized data 
analysis allows the farmer to know when a particular cow is ready to 
be mated and this is confirmed by observing her out in pasture as 
well.
 Israel is sharing this information with developing countries and 
larger nations such as China where 18 farms, which accounts for 35% 
of the total livestock in Shanghai City, have started using AfiFarm as 
their herd management tool.



Is there fruit on your tree?
                                                                                                                        

By Jim Gerrish

JCF Study Tours

2007
Oct 8-18
Backgrounds to Jesus World 
Tarkington     

Oct. 27-Nov. 9
Israel: Past and Present             
Ehrlich

2008
Jan. 20-30, 2008
Special Pastor’s and Teacher’s Wilderness Tour

Feb. 2-16, 2008
The Exodus and the Gospels (Israel/Jordan)    
Mecklenburg

Mar. 2-14, 2008
The Exodus and the Great Wilderness (Egypt/Israel)         
Ross

 God’s first commandment to hu-
mans is that they produce fruit: “God 
blessed them and said to them, ‘Be 
fruitful and increase in number...’” 
(Gen. 1:28). In ancient Israelite culture 
it was disgraceful for a married woman 
to be barren, and there is actually no 
word for ‘bachelor’ in ancient Hebrew. 
Young people were expected to get 
married and produce a family. Yet fruit-
fulness was also understood spiritually. 
In Isaiah 5: 1-7 the prophet sings a song 
about the Almighty God coming to his 
special vineyard, the house of Israel, 
but finding no spiritual fruit.
 The natural world can teach us a 
great deal about fruit and fruit-bearing 
(Job 12:7-8). There is not a bird that 
sings just to make music. Much of the 
singing is connected with finding a 
mate and bringing forth a family. There 
is not a flower that blooms just to look 

pretty or to smell good. The blossoms 
are there to attract bees and to bring 
about pollination and fruitfulness. All of 
nature is busy, busy, with fruit-bearing.  
 It is also interesting that Israel’s 
main festivals, Passover (Pesach), Pen-
tecost (Shavuot) and Tabernacles (Suk-
kot) are all agricultural in nature and 
are connected to fruit.  At Passover 
the sheaf of first ripe barley is waved 
before the Lord and the counting 
of the omer begins. This is a sort of 
countdown to the harvest of first 
fruits. Pentecost occurs on the fiftieth 
day of this counting. We know from 
scripture that Jesus is called the “first 
fruits” (1 Cor. 15:20, 23).  The whole 
idea is that the perfectly fruitful life of 
Jesus will be reproduced in his disci-
ples. This will not only be a first fruits 
offering but it will result in a full and 
glorious harvest at the end of the age 
during the festival of Sukkot or Taber-
nacles.1 There will be great rejoicing as 
1  “the nations...shall come up from year to year 
to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep 
the Feast of Tabernacles.” (Zech. 14:16).

the Lord comes to tabernacle with his 
people and as the full harvest of earth 
is gathered (Deut. 16:13).
     
Everything Points Toward 
Spiritual Fruit
 When we turn to the pages of the 
New Testament we notice a great em-
phasis upon the production of spiritual 
fruit. In John 15:2-5 there is a progres-
sion of “fruit...more fruit...much fruit.” 
In John 15:8 the Master says, “This is 
to my Father’s glory, that you bear 
much fruit, showing yourselves to be 
my disciples.”
 It seems that a lot of Christians 
today are confusing fruits with spiritu-
al gifts. The gifts are God’s investment 
in the harvest. The Lord will not come 
back looking for the gifts anymore 
than the farmer would return looking 
for the fertilizer he used. In Romans 
11:29 we read: “for God’s gifts and his 
call are irrevocable.” Most of us know 
from bad experiences that people can 
display powerful spiritual gifts, while 
their personal lives can remain in 
shambles. Still, God doesn’t come and 
take the gifts away. So the spiritual gifts 
tell us nothing about the person.  It is 
only fruit that tells us about the per-
son.
 Thus we need to ask ourselves 
“What fruit am I producing?  Is it pos-
sible that I could even be producing 
the wrong fruit (Gal. 5:19-21)?” In Ga-
latians 5:22-23 we have a list of some 
of the spiritual fruit God will be ex-
pecting from us. These are things like 
love, joy, peace, long-suffering and self-
control. This is not an exhaustive list as 
Paul implies. There are no doubt many 
other fruits like integrity, courage, hos-
pitality, holiness, generosity, diligence, 
prayerfulness and humility.
 So what is growing on our trees 
and vines? Do we have only grapes of 
wrath to show the Master or perhaps 
some dried up prunes of self pity. May-
be our lovely tree has become filled 
with crabapples. The natural world 
around us is bursting with luscious 

fruit; we need to ask God to make our 
lives fruitful in the same way.

How Can I Bear Fruit?  
 Let’s take a refresher course on 
‘fruit-bearing 101.’ There are some 
simple steps to remember. A first step 
is to get connected to Jesus and open 
our lives to him. In John 15:5 Jesus says, 
“I am the vine; you are the branches. 
If a man remains in me and I in him, 
he will bear much fruit; apart from me 
you can do nothing.”
 In the natural world around us 
positive fruit in our lives comes by way 
of relationship, and often by warm, lov-
ing relationship. That relationship with 
humans includes faithfully abiding, fel-
lowshipping, talking and sharing. How 
much more will a relationship with 
our Lord cultivate fruit! In Matthew 
7:23 Jesus turns away a host of folks 
who have been using spiritual gifts but 
who have no relationship with him.
 Secondly, we need to guard against 
spiritual miscarriages, like those sym-
bolized in the Parable of the Sower 
(Mark 4:1-20). As the farmer cast his 
seed some fell on the path and the 
birds came and ate them. Other seed 
fell on rocky ground with not much 
soil. They sprang up but in the heat of 
the day they died because they had no 
depth. Still others fell among thorns 
and the life was choked out of them. 
The thorns are things like the cares of 
the world. These people blossom and 
bloom but they bring no fruit to matu-
rity (Lk. 8:14).  Their fruit does not last 
(Jn. 15:16).
 Since fruit comes through loving 
relationships we need to make sure 
that the first love we had for Jesus 
is still burning warmly and brightly. 
In Matthew 24:12-13 Jesus warns us: 
“Because of the increase of wicked-
ness, the love of most will grow cold, 
but he who stands firm to the end will 
be saved.”

Based on a sermon preached at Narkis Street 
Congregation, Jerusalem -  June 9, 2007

From Jerusalem to Tiberias –
a loving hand reaches out to people in need

(Translated from the Hebrew)
 Many elderly in Tiberias, living under intense economic hardship, have benefited in the re-
cent months from a loving hand that reaches out to them from Jerusalem hoping to significantly 
alleviate their hardship through generous aid that is enveloped in warmth and love. It all began 
three years ago in Moshavah Migdal where a group of Christians who love Israel decided to de-
vote their time and effort, to help the needy elderly in Tiberias via the social welfare department 
– the branch for the elderly of Tiberias region. These volunteers gave unceasingly with monetary 
donations and asked to  get to know the mentioned group up-close and personal, concerning 
themselves with their well- being and giving them warm attention, as ones who know their 
struggles and are concerned and ready to go all out for their sake. 
 Over time, a trusted and strong relationship developed between these generous supporters 
and the representatives of the social welfare department. This relationship held true when there 
was great cause to help the elderly who had been thrown into duress following the second Leb-
anon war. It was at this time that a connection developed with a wonderful woman, hardworking 
and full of life, Mrs. Dania Minor. As the representative of Jerusalem Cornerstone Foundation, 
she does so much for the sake of the welfare of the elderly and needy in Tiberias. On a weekly 
basis, a needy individual from the elderly community is chosen to receive a generous donation.
 An additional and touching development took place when Jerusalem Cornerstone Founda-
tion offered to enlarge the circle of those who benefit from donations to include the sight-
impaired and the blind.  A generous donation that was given to support the social and cultural 
activities of a center for the blind dramatically changed the scope and quality of the services 
offered.  It allowed for the first time certain activities which had not been possible in the past.  
For example: a club for personal development and independence, organized fieldtrips around 
the country, specially designed physical education classes and more… all with the purpose of  
allowing new members who had previously been prohibited in joining the club to be restored 
and integrated into the community.
 The supported elderly of Tiberias as well as the members of the center for the blind, ex-
press their appreciation and respect for the actions Jerusalem Cornerstone Foundation has 
taken on their behalf. And together with us, the Branch for Social Welfare in the City of Tiberias, 
they wish to take this opportunity to thank and honor her workers.

Many blessings,
David Gabai, social worker    Menashe Cohen
Director for the Department of the Elderly  Director of the Social Welfare Office

For information and prices, contact:  info@jerusalemcornerstone.org


