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I’m not sure anyone could adequately measure or describe the 
depth of feelings when sharing a day at the zoo with a group of 
young orphans. In October, my wife Dalia and I helped to organize 
a trip to Jerusalem’s Biblical Zoo for a group of 4-9 year olds from 
Bethlehem’s S.O.S. Village (orphanage).  The experience was one of 
the most memorable of my two decades in Jerusalem. There were 
a few logistical concerns and government permits to obtain before 
crossing the checkpoints between Beit Jala and Jerusalem, but 
our two-week effort yielded a fun-fi lled and meaningful day for 27 
young orphans. Most of these children had never been to a zoo and 
from the fi rst moments at Monkey Island to the end of the day at 
Noah’s Ark, their little spirits were captivated and their excitement 
was very contagious.

The Bible mentions a wide variety of animals indigenous to this 
region, and many of these species have been transported to the 
zoo. For the SOS children it seemed that every bird and beast, great 
or small, got the same attention, although they all screamed in 
unison for a few minutes to rouse a sleepy lion.

They ran from cage to cage like freed puppies and it was all we 
could do to keep up with them. Before the end of the day we paused 
for more fun at the children’s playground where they mingled with 
other Israeli children from nearby religious neighborhoods. The 
scene was a stark dichotomy of culture and language, and although 
the moment was brief, we sensed a possible brighter future.

The S.O.S. Village is sponsored primarily by benefactors in Europe, 
but Jerusalem Cornerstone Foundation has been maintaining a 
close relationship that goes back some 20 years when Liz Kopp 
fi rst began to visit children there.  Some of the S.O.S. “graduates” 
are now part of the administration and the three chaperones (also 
graduates) who joined us gave many fascinating details about 
the social dynamics orphans face in the Middle East. Orphans are 
typically stigmatized and once they leave the orphanage, they fi nd 
it diffi cult to enter society. It is next to impossible for an orphan to 
marry someone with genealogy and family heritage and as a result, 
orphans tend to marry other orphans. Several of the kids who came 
on the zoo trip are the children of S.O.S. graduates. These children 
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Noah’s Ark for OrphansBy Jon “Yoni” Gerrish 

River.  We followed the subject for a few days and 
for the length of the river itself.  Eventually we 
were introduced to much of the history of ritual 
purifi cation and its development in Judaism and 
Christianity. I also learned of the great contrast 
between the Roman styled bath with its physical 
cleansing and sensual pleasures compared to the 
Hebrew mikveh (ritual bath) with its spiritual 
cleansing and its concept of holiness.  In the 
wilderness regions I also gleaned new spiritual 
lessons and applications for us today.
No matter how many times a person has gone 
to Israel there isalways more to learn.  This 
is especially true on a Jerusalem Cornerstone 
Foundation teaching tour.

Jim Gerrish (JCF Board Member, USA)

For information on upcoming JCF tours to Israel log 
on to the Jerusalem Cornerstone Foundation website 
or contact yoni@jerusalemcornerstone.org 

of orphans continue to be deprived in society much in the same way as 
their parents were.

At one point during the day our attention was drawn to one young girl 
named Hind, who we learned had been a patient at a local Bethlehem 
hospital during September, 2000. When the Intifada broke out that 
month, her parents were no longer permitted to travel from Gaza to 
Bethlehem.  Due to economic and political circumstances, Hind has not 
reunited with her family since.  Many of the orphans like Hind, do in fact 
have families or relatives but have been placed at S.O.S. due to fi nancial 
constraints or broken homes.

Every day since the JCF zoo trip, these children have not ceased to 
speak about their experience. JCF learned that a trip to the beach on 
the Mediterranean is something the kids have always dreamed about.  It 
is our hope to organize additional outings including deprived children 
from Israel proper.  JCF believes that these kind of trips might be a 
source for building future friendships.

“This is pure and undefi led religion 
in the sight of our God and Father, 
to visit orphans and widows in 
their distress, and to keep oneself 
unstained by the world.”  --James 1:27 
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There is something missing in today’s Christian biblical studies.  The 
world has become smarter and more efficient—the speed of internet 
and computers allows for the massive transfer of information and 
ideas between the most distant reaches in nanoseconds.  Yet, this 
horde of 21st century quantity often pales in comparison to the 
ancients’ sublime quality.

Instead of studying the Bible in its original format, in the tongues of 
Moses, David, Jesus, and the prophets, many times, Christian students 
of the Bible are rushed pell-mell through their course work and are 
hardly ever required to study Greek and especially Hebrew.  Rather 
than learning to read for themselves the subtle thought processes 
of the ancient authors, biblical students can become subservient 
to modern commentaries, unable to seriously probe beyond their 
translations.

This school year, 2004-5, might be remembered as the beginning 
of the Christian biblical studies revolution.  This is the first year Dr. 

TOURING IN THESE TIMES  by Jim Gerrish

Randall Buth of Jerusalem Cornerstone is directing Biblical Studies 
in Israel (BSI) in cooperation with the Rothberg International School 
of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.  BSI focuses on the language 
of the Bible, the landscape of the biblical narrative, and the literary 
concepts of the biblical cultures and peoples.

This year five BSI students are enrolled in a special course entitled 
Texts and Land, in which they take field trips to experience ancient 
Israel while reading the biblical stories in Hebrew.  BSI also offers 
monthly seminars with guest lecturers who discuss Christian faith 
issues emanating from the Land.  Along with taking a full year of 
intensive daily classes in modern Hebrew, BSI students are reading 
20 chapters of Biblical Hebrew from the book of Exodus.  In fact, 
throughout the year’s course work, they are estimated to cover 100 
chapters of the Bible in Hebrew, a previously unheard of amount for 
undergraduates.  BSI’ers can also take a variety of electives from the 
Hebrew University in different disciplines related to Jewish Studies.

There are five students in BSI’s inaugural year that have been nicknamed 
the “Fab Five”:  Alicia Aguilera, 29, of Madrid, Spain, Chris Bodecker, 21, of 
Wichita, KS, Phillip Bollinger, 22, of Lancaster, PA, Abby Fulton, 20, of Ft. 
Wayne, IN, and Brianna Grodahl, 21, of Afton, MN.  Though all five have 
come from diverse backgrounds, they all have at least one thing in 
common—a desire to read the Hebrew Bible.

Phillip Bollinger, a student from Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, IL, 
joined BSI because he wants to improve his Hebrew in order to teach 

the Old Testament.  “The Old Testament is undervalued in the Church,” 
says Bollinger.  “And when it is valued by the Church, it comes across as 
an angry, fear-filled antithesis to the ‘loving New Testament’.” 

Brianna Grodahl, a student at Northwestern College in St. Paul, MN, also 
believes that many Christian schools do not recognize the importance 
of the Old Testament.  Her professor, Michael Wise, was excited to hear 
about the BSI program and the opportunities available.  Grodahl feels 
that “BSI with its linguistic focus is starting to stand in the gap for 
those wanting to cross the divide from a cursory study to an in-depth 
comprehension of the Old Testament.”

Alicia Aguilera had studied interior design in Spain before changing 
her occupational direction.  Now, she sees teaching Bible as part of her 
future plans.  So too, does Chris Bodecker, another Moody student.  He 
wants not only to expand his Hebrew skills but also to begin engaging 
with other Hebrew texts like the writings found at Qumran and rabbinic 
biblical commentaries.

Abby Fulton, another Northwestern student concludes, “if you’re serious 
about your studies, whether in Old Testament or New Testament, this is 
the place to come.  You can’t appreciate the biblical culture and environs 
or quickly acquire its language in the Midwest of the United States.”  
A praiseworthy note, BSI is already helping shape tomorrow’s Bible 
translators as Fulton and Grodahl are both working towards participating 
in future translation projects.

B.S.I.
Bridging the Gap in Biblical Studies 
Introducing 2004-5’s “Fab Five” 

By Gary Alley

“BSI students are estimated 
to cover 100 chapters of the 
Bible in Hebrew this year, 
a previously unheard of 
amount for undergraduates.”

Galilee as they witnessed the first or former rains (yorea) 
upon the dry and dusty land which had not seen a drop 
since the late spring.  Many of the tour members were heard 
to comment upon how peaceful Israel seemed compared to 
the news reports they had heard about the country before 
coming.

After several days in the Galilee, Jordan Valley and Dead 
Sea area, the group at last made it up into the Judean 
hill country.  There they ‘walked in Jerusalem just like 
John.’  Some even ventured to walk under parts of ancient 
Jerusalem in Hezekiah’s water tunnel leading down to the 
Pool of Siloam.

The ‘Let’s Go Up to Zion’ tour members departed Israel with 
hearts full of memories and cameras full of pictures.  Likely the 
Bible will never be the same book for these hearty pilgrims.

My wife and I were immensely blessed by having our own son, 
Yoni, as our tour guide.  I was especially excited to discover 
new things that I had not learned, even after living in Israel 
for fourteen years.  I saw the actual spring of Gideon, which I 
had somehow missed in all my previous travels.

One of the more unique features of the JCF study program 
is the use of thematic touring.  Each day we were presented 
with different biblical themes such as ‘wilderness’ or 
‘rocks’ or ‘bread.’ One of the themes was ‘water’ and we 
considered a number of biblical passages regarding water 
at key sources such as the upper springs of the Jordan 

While many prospective tour groups may still be absent from 
Israel due to the lingering unrest of the latest intifada, this did 
not hold true for our recent Jerusalem Cornerstone Foundation 
(JCF) study tour called ‘Let’s Go Up to Zion.’  This group of 
twenty-nine members was led by Jack and Judy Stone of the 
Dallas/Fort Worth area and assisted by my wife Betsy and me.  
Our group hailed from eight states in the US.

Our tour members were blessed by generally good weather 
during their ten days in Israel.  They were also blessed in the 


