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PROFILE: E. Paul Kopp
Evangel Paul Kopp was born into a lineage of ministers but has his own personal call to evangelism. The call was 
confi rmed most vividly with a dream setting forth the scripture from Revelation 14:6 which speaks of going to every 
nation, kindred, tongue, and people with the good news of the gospel. Paul has sought to preach the gospel expecting 
God’s Word to be confi rmed with accompanying acts of divine mercy and grace in healing of spirit, soul and body. In 
the 1940’s Paul moved with his family to Colombia to work at a mission in a village called El Secreto, at the edge of 
the jungle.  It was during those years of work, that God began to confi rm the gospel work with miraculous signs that 
began to reach and affect many. Today at 86, Paul continues to minister having shared the gospel in over 70 nations 
worldwide, he also serves on the pastoral staff of the Hispanic congregation of the Angelus Temple, in Los Angeles, CA

that the sisters had come to Israel under false 
pretenses, namely, that they tried to immigrate as 
Jews under the “Law of Return.” 

Today Tegest, Tadeletch and Mimi live without 
rights, without health care and are under orders 
to leave the country immediately. They have 
been asked to leave their places of work, as their 
employers could be subjected to severe fi nes for 
illegal employment. Likewise, Ethiopia refuses 
to allow them to return, so they remain without 
status in any country. Applications have been 
submitted to the Canadian Embassy to be received 
as refugees but a decision is still pending. 

It is diffi cult to know how Special Agent Aweke 
would act if he knew of his daughters’ plight. 
Surely, for Zion’s sake, he would have fought one 
more battle for religious freedom and against 
being made refugees again. In the meantime after 
years of appeals, Charles Kopp has an interview 
this month with the Interior Minister where he 
will raise the Aweke sisters’ case once more. 
We need a miracle on the scale of “Operation 
Solomon”.  We need your prayers.

Operation Solomon    by  Danny Kopp

In 1990, Israel’s secret service the Mossad embarked on a complex and politically 
sensitive mission, code-named “Operation Solomon,” to airlift thousands of Jews 
from Ethiopia to Israel. The Israeli government had bargained a deal with Ethiopia’s 
then ruler, Colonel Haile Mariam Mengistu, to allow for their departure for a mere 
$30m. But as civil war brought Mengistu’s regime to the brink of collapse and with 
famine rapidly claiming the lives of hundreds of Ethiopian Jews, it became clear 
that those who remained would have to emigrate at once. So on May 24th 1991, an 
air-train of Israeli planes evacuated 15,000 Jews to Israel. 

Special Agent Wonderferer Aweke, an Ethiopian Jew, worked for years on the ground 
to help organize this near impossible logistical feat at great risk to his own life as 
well as to those around him. Aweke, married to a Christian Ethiopian and adoptive 
father to her three daughters, worked in the capital as a hotel manager while 
quietly making connections with Jewish communities throughout this vast and 
hostile country. Twice he was arrested by the authorities and spent a total of two 
years in prison on suspicion of collaborating with the Israeli government.

Aweke, weary from the task yet thrilled to have come “home” for the fi rst time, 
received a hero’s welcome in Israel for his life’s accomplishments. He arrived in 
Israel with his daughters Tadeletch, Tegest and Mimi but had left his wife to close 
their family business with the promise that he would return to get her. He never 
made it. Just months later he died from injuries sustained during the relentless 
tortures he experienced in Ethiopian prisons.

Tegest, Tadeletch and Mimi, ages 18, 16 and 15 were promptly sent to an orphanage 
and an orthodox Jewish school where they excelled. They also found fellowship 
among the tiny but growing messianic Jewish community. Little did they know that 
they were on the front lines of a battle being waged against messianic Jews by 
certain powerful and extreme orthodox Jewish elements in the Israeli government. 

One day while Mimi was attending university, offi cials from the Interior Ministry 
summoned her in the middle of class to inform her she could no longer study as she 
and her sisters had been stripped of their Israeli citizenship. Video footage of the 
girls singing in a messianic choir had shown up at the Ministry, which then brought 
this “evidence” to court. The Supreme Court upheld the Interior Ministry’s charge 
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JCF:

True Believer vs. True Friend
”True believer” is a coined phrase 
in secular society, which denotes 

an individual who endorses a 
particular position or thesis 

regardless of any evidence that 
may serve to weaken it. When it 

comes to Israel and its neighbors, 
I would rather be known as a “true 

friend.” The “true friend” is one 
who remains closer than a brother, 
speaks lovingly and constructively 

to his friend, and encourages others 
to do the same.  A “true believer” 

would rather go down with his 
capsized ship of ideologies. By 

contrast, a true friend would steer 
his ship in a way that keeps the 

best interest of the friend at the 
fore. True friends have teachable 

spirits; they grow in understanding 
of the people they are befriending, 

and they are humble enough to 
admit that they do not have all the 

answers. The answers lie in the 
One who has created us, as well as 

in our neighbors, who are in His 
image. It is our job to be known by 

the love we have for one another 
rather than by our tidy ideologies.

 Charles Kopp, Chairman, JCF
-continued on back

about to take an elevator to my fl oor of the YMCA, who should step out but 
Paul Kopp!  It was a million-to-one chance.  Believing it was the providence of 
God, I arranged for him to go with me on an exploratory trip.” 

From this amazing “coincidence,” Gordon Lindsay and E. Paul Kopp formed an 
alliance of ministry in the Holy Land that has continued till today through their 
children.  E. Paul quickly returned to Los Angeles bringing his wife Betty and two 
youngest children, Charles and Joy back to Israel for 6 months in 1959-60.  

E. Paul and family returned to Los Angeles in 1960 only to revisit Israel again 
that same year, this time only with Betty and Joy.  It was during this trip (1960-
61) that E. Paul and William Hull would “bump into each other” outside the 
Jerusalem Post Offi ce as Hull was contemplating retirement and pondering to 
whom to bequeath his ministry.  After much discussion and mutual accord, Hull 
formally transferred his Israeli ministry, including the Bible shop on 33 Street 
of the Prophets, to Le Roy and E. Paul Kopp.  During 1961-2, Le Roy became the 
director of Zion Christian Mission and E. Paul its fi eld representative.

The dawning of Jerusalem Cornerstone, its heritage and continuing legacy could 
easily be considered as marvelous and as miraculous as the birth of a Jewish 
nation 55 years ago.  That William L. Hull, E. Paul Kopp, and Gordon Lindsay would 
separately cross paths over 40 years ago in the Jerusalem vicinity, that their 
ministries would become intertwined and resolved to reach the land of Israel 
with the gospel, cannot be jotted down in the annals of history as mere chance.  
The modern world might try to explain away healings, signs and wonders 
through science, coincidence, or luck, yet the “foolishness of God which is wiser 
than man’s wisdom” (1 Cor. 1:25) continues today to astound and confound.

To be continued: The Roots of Jerusalem Cornerstone, Part Two (1962-1989): Beauty for Ashes
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his father’s desire for God’s work in Israel.  E. Paul had done 
mission work in Colombia, South America at the end of the 1940’s, 
where God powerfully revealed Himself during times of fasting 
and prayer.  These three years and three months in Colombia 
greatly impacted E. Paul’s future ministry as God’s authority was 
miraculously revealed through signs and wonders.  During this 
time, E. Paul and Betty Kopp’s third child, Charles, was born on May 
14th, 1948. 

E. Paul’s fi rst visit to Israel was part of a worldwide ministry 
trip (1954-5) during which he fi rst ministered in several Asian 
countries. God’s presence was especially powerful in India as 
many deaf and others with various maladies were healed.  E. Paul’s 
stay in Jerusalem also was particularly moving: 

“I was praying for the sick in a noonday outdoor meeting Dec. 
26, 1954 in Jerusalem, Jordan.  As I laid hands on Adela’s head 
I visualized Jesus Christ interceding at the right hand of God 
and His Spirit being sent to do the work.  On ending the prayer 
I turned her head to the sun and asked her if she could see 
light.  She looked back then quickly towards my face with tears 
gushing from her eyes—crying I can see!  I can see!  I can see!”

Adela Sweis, wife of a prominent cloth seller in Amman, Jordan, 
was subsequently visited by others who attested to God’s 
restoration of her sight. 

The Jerusalem Post reported on Feb. 28, 1955 of the healing of 
G. Mary Webber, a schoolmistress from Kingston, England who E. 
Paul prayed for at a meeting in West Jerusalem.  Webber who had 
a disjointed hip and an injured spine had lived in constant pain 
since an automobile accident in Australia had debilitated her in 
1951.  Many accepted Christ following Webber’s testimony and 
evident physical change.

In 1959 E. Paul returned to Israel while on another world ministry 
trip.  Unbeknownst to him, evangelist Gordon Lindsay, founder 
of the Pentecostal publication Voice of Healing, which became 
Christ for the Nations of Dallas, Texas in 1967, was in the Land at 
the same time.  Lindsay was in his room at the Jerusalem YMCA 
praying that God would reveal to him how he should minister in 
the land of Israel.  In Gordon Lindsay’s own words:  

“It was in my mind to make a trip through the length and 
breadth of Israel…I needed assistance at that point.  I 
remembered my friend Paul Kopp was somewhere in Asia, but 
I had no idea where he might be at that moment.  But as I was 

express purpose of “preaching the Gospel throughout the land.”  
Hull was well known by Jew and Arab alike, running a Bible shop, 
fi rst in the Arab section of Jerusalem, and later—after rioting, 
which subsequently required relocation—in a Jewish part of the 
city, on the “Street of the Prophets.”  Hull was deeply interested in 
God’s special plan for Israel, which he described in his books, The 
Fall and Rise of Israel and Israel—Key to Prophecy.

With the conclusion of Israel’s War of Independence in 1948, Hull’s 
bookshop on 33 Street of the Prophets was now located just 
inside Israel’s West Jerusalem near the minefi eld border across 
from Transjordan’s East Jerusalem.  Hull continued publishing 
the periodical, The Voice of Zion, while actively participating as a 
Christian representative in the life of the new Jewish state.  For a 
number of years at Christmas and Easter, Hull would be invited by 
the Israeli national radio station to give a Christian message.  

More notably, Hull will be remembered in history as the chaplain 
of Adolf Eichmann, a Nazi bureaucrat responsible for the deaths 
of many thousands of Jews during the Holocaust.  Hull took it 
upon himself in 1962 to reach Eichmann with the gospel, receiving 
permission from the Israeli government to visit him.  However, 
after thirteen visits with Eichmann over two months, Hull declared,

“The fact that Adolf Eichmann died denying any faith in Jesus 
Christ, any need of a mediator, was a tragedy, for no man on 
earth had a greater need of a savior.  But one faint ray of 
satisfaction emerges from the sordid picture—Adolf Eichmann’s 
almost public rejection of Jesus Christ completely disassociated 
him and his evil deeds from Christianity.” 

Hull’s memoirs of this event were published in 1963 as The Struggle for a Soul.

California’s City of Angels, Jerusalem’s Street of Prophets

In 1952 Le Roy Kopp, a Pentecostal preacher from Los Angeles, 
visited Israel for the fi rst time, four years after the nation’s birth.  
Le Roy, born and raised in Kansas, was pastoring the burgeoning 
Calvary Temple in downtown LA.  During his many trips to Israel 
over the following years, he believed God put a call on his heart 
to build a “temple” in Jerusalem like the Calvary Temple in Los 
Angeles.

“…it could be a regular gathering place for Christian Jews and 
Gentiles who are residents of the country.  In conjunction with 
the spiritual work, there should be food and clothing provided 
for the needy—particularly for the fl ow of immigrants to Israel.”

Le Roy’s son, Evangel Paul Kopp was also actively involved with 

Good News from the Middle East 
(A non-oxymoron)  by Liz Kopp

Khader was a twenty-year old Bible College student back in 
1989 when he was picked up by Israeli soldiers and taken to 
prison. Relating his story this month in Jerusalem to a group of 
Israelis, Palestinians, and expatriates at Narkis Street Congrega-
tion, he said, “It’s fascinating how God works; in very odd ways, 
sometimes, that we don’t comprehend. Sitting there in my cell 
everyday I was praying, crying, and wondering what was going 
to happen to me as I was being interrogated and tortured.” 

On the 18th day of his incarceration, Khader’s lawyer brought 
him some items sent by his mother, which included his Bible. 
Before he was returned to his cell, all the items were taken 
from him including the Bible. Later that night he heard a knock 
on his cell door. There stood a soldier with Khader’s Arabic 
Bible asking him if he was a Christian or a Moslem. (The soldier 
could not read Arabic.) When Khader responded that he was a 
Christian, the soldier asked, “Then what are you doing here?” 
Khader told the soldier that he was wondering the same thing. 
He was afraid to trust this soldier because, as he put it, “He 
was wearing the uniform of my—if I can say it—enemy, the one 
that had arrested and tortured me.” Wondering if this soldier 
was sent to him by God, Khader prayed for a sign, which was a 
request for his favorite brand of chocolate. The next night, the 
soldier returned telling Khader he had just fi nished his dinner 
and could not eat the dessert that was included in his meal, so 
he brought it for him. It was indeed his favorite chocolate - the 
very sign Khader had asked God for.  

As Khader refl ects on this incident, he says, 
“I think that God sent me His angel in the form of my 
enemy. God, in that person gave me hope that one day I 
will be released. That person gave me the assurance that 
he would be praying for me and I told him I would be 
praying for him. He was a Messianic Jew and everyday he 
came to see me telling me not to worry but to be strong 
and that I would be okay. That communion in prison, as 
a Palestinian who had been arrested and as a soldier 
who arrested me, was something special. We were being 
brothers in the Body of Christ, united by God’s love. The 
boundaries and walls that divided us, for a moment in 
that cell, disappeared. We were able to hold hands and to 
pray together.”

In conclusion, Khader encouraged the mixed congregation of 
Arabs, Jews, and others from many walks of life by saying, “If 
you feel frustration; if you feel there is no peace; and if you 
feel like the Psalmist, who said, ‘Where are you, God? Why are 
you hiding in the times of trouble?’ trust God and keep the 
hope because God will deliver you and God will come to your 
rescue” (Psalm 10:1).

Today, Khader, along with his wife and three lovely children, 
live in Brooklyn, New York where he is the pastor of a church 
made up of Egyptians, Lebanese, Jordanians, Syrians, Palestin-
ians, Iraqis and Chinese.
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(1936-1962): Birth of a Nation and a Vision

Jerusalem Cornerstone began in 1936 as Zion Apostolic Mission 
under the leadership of William L. Hull.  Zion Apostolic Mission later 
became Zion Christian Mission.  From 1961-2 Hull transferred Zion 
Christian Mission to Le Roy M. Kopp and E. Paul Kopp.  

May 14th, 1948

This past month the nation of Israel celebrated its 55th 

year of independence.  Every year on “Yom Ha’atzma’ut” or 
Independence Day, Israelis take to the streets with late night 
celebrations of barbeques and fi reworks.  For a nation so young, 
statehood is not something to be taken for granted, and in the 
midst of the prickly Middle East, Israel is daily reminded of its 
fragile yet coveted status.  For many, Israel’s “birth” in 1948 was 
considered a modern day wonder, even a prophetic sign.

With the withdrawal of British control, on May 14th, 1948, David 
Ben-Gurion along with 36 members of the Provisional Council 
of State signed the “The Declaration of the Establishment 
of the State of Israel.”  After nearly two thousand years the 
Jewish people once again had a recognized homeland to return 
to.  William L. Hull, a Canadian Pentecostal pastor who had been 
living under the British Mandate of Palestine since 1936 wrote, 

“People wept unashamedly. It was a historic moment, unique 
in world history since the day Abraham was called by God 
from Ur of the Chaldees to leave his home and come to a land 
he knew not, there to build a nation through which all the 
world was to be blessed. This day one could almost hear the 
trumpets sounding, heralding the approach of the Messiah.”

While the ink was yet drying on this historic Israeli declaration, 
a cry of a newborn baby was heard in the rural Colombian town 
of Barranquilla half a world away.  Charles Martin Kopp came 
forth from his mother’s womb on the same day and within the 
same hour that the State of Israel began to breathe over 7000 
miles away.  These two infants would one day meet.  Just as 
the babe Samuel was promised for future service within the 
tabernacle, and just as Samson, while still a fetus, was pre-
ordained to the Nazarite sect, so too, are men being directed 
by the continuous intervention of Providence, shaping the lives 
and destinies of those willing to obey.  

Zion Apostolic Mission-Zion Christian Mission (1936-1962)

Obedience to God brought William L. Hull to the Holy Land in 
1936 where he founded the Zion Apostolic Mission, with the 

Adela Sweis E. Paul Kopp & family
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by Gary Alley


