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A Day of Two Special Births 
(by Jon “Yoni” Gerrish with excerpts from an article by Gary Alley - JCF website)
 
As Israel celebrates 60 years of existence we thought that you, our readers might be interested in a curious little fact that only a 
handful of family and friends know about one of Jerusalem’s central Evangelical figures…
 Charles Martin Kopp, acting chairman of Jerusalem Cornerstone Foundation, was born the same hour that Israel became a 
modern nation.  He took his first breath at an unsuspecting little corner of the world in Barranqilla, Colombia, South America.  
His parents, E. Paul and Betty, would later calculate the time-zone difference to discover that he was born approximately the 
same moment that Ben Gurion stepped up to the platform to announce Israel’s independence at #16 Rothschild Boulevard in 
the heart of Tel Aviv at about 4pm.  That hour would become a personal hallmark and intricate link of destiny for Charles.  At the 
tender age of 11 he first set foot on Israel’s soil.  During that 6 month interval in Jerusalem he was already being conditioned to 
live in Israel permanently. 
 With the withdrawal of British control, on May 14th, 1948, David Ben-Gurion along with 36 members of the Provisional 
Council of State signed the “The Declaration of the Establishment of the State of Israel.”  On that day, William L. Hull, a Canadian 
pastor who had been living under the British Mandate of Palestine since 1936 wrote, “People wept unashamedly. It was a historic 
moment, unique in world history since the day Abraham was called by God from Ur of the Chaldees to leave his home and come 
to a land he knew not, there to build a nation through which all the world was to be blessed. This day one could almost hear the 
trumpets sounding, heralding the approach of the Messiah.”

 William L. Hull was the original founder of Jerusalem Cornerstone Foundation in 1936 under the name Zion Ap-
ostolic Mission, with the express purpose of “preaching the Gospel throughout the land.”  Hull also established a Bible 
book store and published a periodical, The Voice of Zion and actively participated as a Christian representative in the 
life of the new Jewish state.  For a number of years at Christmas and Easter, Hull would be invited by the Israeli national 
radio station to give a Christian message.
   
A TRADEMARK IN THIS MINISTRY
Hull was well known by Jew and Arab alike but more conspicuously, Hull will be remembered in history as the chaplain 
of Adolf Eichmann, a Nazi bureaucrat responsible for the deaths of many thousands of Jews during the Holocaust.  Hull 
took it upon himself in 1962 to reach Eichmann with the Gospel, receiving permission from the Israeli government to 
visit him.  However, after thirteen visits with Eichmann over two months, Hull declared, “The fact that Adolf Eichmann 
died denying any faith in Jesus Christ, any need of a mediator, was a tragedy, for no man on earth had a greater need of 
a savior.  But one faint ray of satisfaction emerges from the sordid picture—Adolf Eichmann’s almost public rejection of 
Jesus Christ completely disassociated him and his evil deeds from Christianity.”
 In the early 60’s William Hull transferred his Christian non-profit license over to LeRoy and E.Paul Kopp and shortly 
afterwards in 1966 at the age of 18 young Charles “Chuck” Kopp began to manage the work and minister in both Eng-
lish and Hebrew speaking congregations around Jerusalem.  A short time later he met Elizabeth (Liz) Ozdinec and they 
were married in 1969.
Since then Charles and Elizabeth (Chuck and Liz) have continued the ministry which has expanded in many directions 
but the trademark is still to reach out to those perceived to be beyond all hope (such as was Hull’s attempts 
with Adolf Eichmann). Today Charles is also the head pastor at Narkis Street Congrega-
tion and a highly regarded father-in-law to this writer.

As Israel celebrates 60 Years as a modern nation we thought we 
would highlight some special achievements and a few other items we 
thought you would enjoy…

Israel at 60

May 14, 1948

My Father, 
the Man of the Hour 
by Dalia Kopp Gerrish
It was a typically warm afternoon in Jerusalem when 
we arrived at the President’s house.  The festivities that 
followed took our minds off the day’s heat and on to a 
very special birthday focus for over 100 individuals who 
had arrived to be honored by the state’s top host, Shi-
mon Perez.  This moment was set aside for anyone born 
May 14, 1948.  We were treated to a show with some 
of Israel’s finest singers and performers with a hint of 
comic relief and a cake big enough for the rest of the 
country.  It was not the first time the state recognized 
these people but this year was special for me as it was 
the first time to see my father in this unique setting.  
Probably the only Christian in the crowd and certainly 
one of the more western in appearance, there he was 
looking as if he was about to win an Oscar.  To have 
this connection with Israel has always been a source of 
pride and destiny for my father, even as a young child it 
was evident that Israel would be his permanent home.  
His birthday is a lively topic of discussion each year 
in our home and we have always noted that he looks 
much younger than the rest of the nation.
During the course of the afternoon several stories 
were shared by different birthday guests - one man was 
born when his mother went into labor at the news of 
the announcement of statehood.  I wished they would 
have asked my father about his life story, because not 
many Israelis know about or understand the love and 
support from Evangelical Christians.  Like my father, 
some of this group had been born abroad and their 
families immigrated soon afterwards.  A few of them 
had survived tragic situations along the way, some had 
become wealthy and well-known, some were religious 
and others secular, but all of them seemed very pleased 
to be in the nation’s lime-light on this special day.  
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Comments

“I think that when you see 6 million Jews are 
killed, how can you not go?” 
    -  Duke (aka. Augustine Labaczewski)

Duke served in the US Merchant Marines 
during WWII and remained a seaman until 
the 1990’s.  His best friend growing up was 
his neighbor in Philadelphia, a Jewish kid 
named Mike Pearlstein.  When they got back 
from the war, Pearlstein decided to join Ma-
hal – a group of volunteers from outside Is-
rael who joined the Israeli army and air force 
during 1948.  Pearlstein volunteered to work 
on the Alia Bet ships that picked up Holocaust survivors in Europe and 
tried to get them past the British blockade and into Palestine between 
1947-48.  Pearlstein asked his friend Duke, a Christian, if he wanted to 
come too.  Duke volunteered and together they joined on as crew of the 
SS Tradewinds.  He was one of nineteen Christians to join the Alia Bet 
effort.
 Duke was so moved by his experience on board that once he got to 
Israel he joined Palmah – one of the Israeli Army Units.  He saw action 
in the Galilee near Tiberius.  Duke spoke of his feelings during his first 
meeting with Holocaust Survivors fleeing Europe, “The only thing I could 
feel was that we had to win, loosing was not an option.”  When the In-
dependence War was over Duke returned to the United States. Because 
the US administration insisted on remaining neutral during the war, due 
to their pro-Arab policy at that time, they not only continued to enforce 
an embargo on all weapons sales to Israel but also threatened to remove 
the citizenship of Americans who volunteered to fight.  Duke, along with 
other US citizens who volunteered, had to travel back to the US with 
forged documents so the FBI wouldn’t question them about the Israel 
stamp in their passports.
 Duke was never prosecuted for his involvement in the Independence 
War but another Christian American, Charlie Winters, spent 18 months 
in prison for helping Israel. Ironically he is actually the only American to 
spend time in jail, though a few other Jewish-Americans paid fines for 
their involvement and lost their civil rights. Charlie sold three surplus 
B-17 bombers to Israel.  He had been using them to fly fruits and vegeta-
bles from Puerto Rico as part of his business. His were the only heavy 
bombers the infant country would have during the war. Each plane flew 
over 50 missions in six months manned by American WWII veterans. 
After Charlie’s death in 1984, in accordance with his wishes, his body 
was taken to Jerusalem and buried in a Christian cemetery owned by the 
Alliance Church.
 These are only two stories from the sixty-six American Christians 
who assisted Israel at its birth. A few supplied military hardware and 
sailed on immigration ships, the rest fought with the Israeli army in the 
infantry and as air force pilots. Several died in action for a country that 
was not their own. They did so, not as strangers and foreigners, but “as 
fellow heirs in the covenants of promise” and “citizens of the household 
of God” (Eph. 2:12, 19). 

Scientific and Hi-Tech Innovation 
(excerpted from Jerusalem Post May 9, 2008 by Judy Siegel-Itzkovich and by David Shamah)

Lacking natural resources that bless various countries, Israel has had to depend on the brains of its citizens to produce 
a wealth of ideas and the resulting economic growth. The nation is one of the world’s leaders in the per capita registra-
tion of US patents by its scientists, doctors and engineers and citations of their studies in articles published in scientific 
journals. 
 Israeli scientific achievements are astonishing. Five years ago, Britain’s Baroness Susan Greenfield - director of the 
Royal Institution, a peer in the House of Lords and one of the world’s greatest brain researchers - said that Israel’s 
scientific achievements are “absolutely mind-boggling.” 
 Among the many excellent researchers are Hershko and Ciechanover who received their chemistry Nobel Prize 
for their many years of work discovering the “Ubiquitin System,” which explains the mechanism involved in the break-
down of proteins in all cells. This discovery has not only led to the development of a drug for bone marrow cancer, but 
it has sparked worldwide study of the ubiquitin system and potential treatments for a wide variety of diseases. 
 Hadassah Hospital doctors in Jerusalem were the first in the world to identify a gene linked to post-traumatic 
stress disorder and in 2005 they developed a simple blood test to predict who was at high risk to develop PTSD.  

Foreigner and Citizen 
Side by Side

by Bethany Slater

 In the field of agriculture researchers at the Hebrew Uni-
versity have developed: tasty, long-shelf-life tomatoes and cherry 
tomatoes, which are exported worldwide in the form of seeds 
and are among the leading varieties in several markets; drip and 
computer-controlled irrigation and water purification and reuse 
that are utilized around the world for economical plant cultiva-
tion and water conservation, and a non-chemical technique for 
controlling soil-borne plant diseases using solar power. 
 In the hi-tech many have already heard of the rags-to-riches 
saga of four kids right out of their Israeli army service who 
came up with the idea for the first instant messenger, ICQ. They 
sold out their company, Mirabilis, in 1998 to America Online for 
$407 million. Before ICQ, instant messaging as a concept was 
restricted to geeky UNIX system administrator types. Their ver-
sion was designed for use by the “common” Windows user. Now, 
there are dozens of instant messaging programs - just about all 
of which owe their existence to ICQ. 
 The guts of your PC laptop - the miniature processor that 
lets it run full-sized applications at blazing speed - was made us-
ing technology developed at Intel’s research centers in Israel. The 
Pentium M processor is the heart of Intel’s Centrino processor 
family - the processor used in most lightweight laptops today. 
And Intel has never tried to hide the Pentium M’s roots for 
“marketing” purposes: The working name for the first generation 
of Ms was the Banias, followed by the upgraded model, dual-core 
Yonah, which runs the latest and most powerful software at top 
processor speeds. I wonder how many of those they’re using in 
Saudi Arabia? 
 Linking hi-tech and the medical profession is Given’s “camera 
in a pill.” Given was one of the first to develop a product to help 
doctors diagnose maladies using mini cameras - that you can 
eat. Patients swallow a tiny color camera that transmits data via 
probes attached to the body. A computer reconstructs the im-
age of the patient’s insides on the screen. It’s a painless way for 
doctors to do internal exams - and the pills even come in fruit 
flavors. 
 These are only some of the breakthrough discoveries made 
by Israelis in the last 60 years.

Charlie Winters. 
picture from israelvets.com

crack. In what to many seemed at the time like a dream, the leader of the largest Arab county, a country that was an implacable foe, 
was by his very presence in the country implicitly extending recognition - something the country had yearned for, but which had 
eluded it, for its first 29 years of existence. 
 Sadat’s visit led 11 months later to Camp David, where prime minister Menachem Begin, Sadat and US president Jimmy Carter 
engaged in tense and dramatic negotiations that gave birth to the Camp David Accords, signed in September 1978. 
  The peace accord with Egypt profoundly changed the region. Though it did not lead to the warm peace between the two neigh-
bors that many had hoped, it did effectively remove a serious military threat and significantly improved the country’s strategic situa-
tion. 
 Fifteen years after the peace treaty with Egypt, Israel signed its second accord with a neighboring Arab state - this time with 
Jordan - during a ceremony in the Arava, just north of Eilat, that featured the launching of hundreds of balloons. 
 The signing was the climax of some 30 years of secret negotiations, with Jordan - fearful of the reaction of the Arab world - al-
ways afraid to “come out of the closet.” The big break came after the Oslo Accords with the PLO, when Hussein finally felt confi-
dent enough to negotiate an agreement. 
 As at Camp David, the US played a significant role in brokering the agreement, providing Jordan with military and economic aid 
and canceling debts. While the peace accord - as is the case regarding the treaty with Egypt - did not lead to closeness between the 
two peoples, it did cement a strategic and security relationship between the two governments reflected in close consultation and 
cooperation at the highest levels. 

A Few Diplomatic Success Stories 
Not Commonly Known 
(Excerpted from Herb Keinon, Jerusalem Post, May 9, 2008)

Instant recognition 
Israel’s first significant diplomatic achievement took place just 
11 minutes after David Ben-Gurion declared the country’s 
independence - US president Harry Truman, against the over-
whelming advice of his foreign policy advisers, including near 
mythic secretary of state George Marshall, recognized the new 
nation. 

The French connection 
The beginning of a massive shipment of Soviet bloc arms to 
Egypt in 1955 left Israel - whose glow in Washington faded 
when Dwight D. Eisenhower became president - in search of 
a new ally. It found one in France. The French Left at the time 
had deep sympathies with Israel, partly because of the social-
ism of both countries, and the French Right was worried about 
Algeria and the rise of Arab nationalism. 
 Shimon Peres, then the director-general of the Defense 
Ministry, advocated development of close ties with the French, 
a policy that was adopted and led to both cooperation with 
the British and French in the 1956 Sinai Campaign, and later to 
French help in building the nuclear reactor in Dimona. 
 After the 1956 war, when the Soviets threatened a nuclear 
attack if Israel did not leave the Sinai, the French - at a meeting 
with Peres and then foreign minister Golda Meir - upgraded 
their agreement to help build a nuclear reactor. The French 
helped Israel develop a nuclear deterrent that - as ambiguous 
as Israel has kept it over the years - has been a cornerstone of 
the country’s strategic policy ever since. 

Peace Treaties with Neighbors
When Egyptian president Anwar Sadat stepped off the plane 
at Ben-Gurion Airport in November 1977, the seemingly im-
penetrable wall of complete Arab rejection of Israel began to 

InnovatIons and achIevements
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