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Some may feel personally implicated while watching 
al-Jazeera – the Arab equivalent of CNN - and hearing 
repeatedly that the American Protestant Zionist Church 
was responsible for this current war in Iraq. In fact, 
it’s not uncommon in the Arab world to hear of Bush’s 
evangelical faith as being the principle motivation for 
his aggression towards Islam and for his staunch support 
of Israel. The perception in much of the Muslim world is 
that war has been declared on the “House of Islam”, that 
an alliance of religious Christians and Jews is intent on 
reviving the crusader campaign to conquer the Muslim 
Middle East. 

Of course most Muslims know that not everyone in the 
West supports this war in Iraq, for Muslims are quite 
aware of the mass anti-war demonstrations in both 
Europe and the US. Yet, because Muslims tend to perceive 
the West in the same manner they view themselves, which 
is primarily as a religious entity, so they view the West as 
the land of Christendom. For the Muslim, this dichotomy of 
pro- and anti-Islam must be explained in religious terms; 
Jews are driven by their faith to take our land and the 
only Christians bent on taking our land are those who also 
support Israel, i.e. Protestant Evangelicals. 

Where does this leave Christians who support Israel but 
also have an equally fervent desire to reach out to our 
Muslim neighbors?

Firstly, many Christians are only now becoming aware of the 
negative image we have in the Muslim world.  We consider 
ourselves bearers of the good news of salvation and of Jesus’ 
message of unconditional love. Through the unfocused lens of an 
al-Jazeera camera and through all the smoke of war we look like  
oil thirsty oppressors seeking to control and convert the world. 

There is a more important lesson to be learned here. Negative 
image can, ironically, serve to enhance the essence of the 
gospel. What do I mean by this. Jesus often chose questionable 
characters to illustrate his message. He knew his association 
with Zacchaeus - a corrupt tax collector for the oppressive Roman  
regime - would not enhance Jesus’ public image. Jesus publicly 
announced that he was eager to visit Zacchaeus in his home 
because “salvation had come to this house” - he didn’t wait for a 
positive image.  

Someone once asked Jesus what he had to do to enter the 
Kingdom of God besides loving God. Jesus answered that he must 
love his neighbor and to clarify exactly what he meant he told 
the parable of “The Good Muslim” (Luke 10:25-37). You know the 
story, a Christian is beaten and robbed by terrorists, an American 
evangelist and an Israeli Messianic Jew see him but pass him by. 
Then a Muslim finds him and immediately tends to his wounds and 
pays for his hospitalization.  

The “American Protestant Zionist Church” will never convince 
al-Jazeera’s viewers of its message in a theological debate.  But 
what if we as Christians were at the forefront of reaching out in 
love to physically aid the hurting in the Muslim world? If the Good 
Samaritan was able to care for his enemy as a neighbor, how 
much more should we “go and do likewise”?
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be in the Wadi Kelt region between The Mount of Olives and 
Jericho) is a profound display of his mercies and concern for a 
corrected, pure and enduring relationship with mortals. 

Another biblical author sees a successful marriage relationship 
sealed in the wilderness, “Who is this coming up out of the 
wilderness, leaning on her beloved?” (Song of Solomon 8:5). 
The secret to surviving and gaining the right of passage to and 
from the wilderness is learning how to cry out for direction, 
daily bread or ‘mana’ (Lk.11:13; Ex.16:31) and water, and placing 
full trust in the Great Shepherd (Heb. 13:20).  

Occasionally my wife and I are drawn to step down from the 
watershed to breathe the desert air, open our ears, clear our 
minds, and immerse our eyes in the rugged Judean landscapes 
to the east, and we are instantly reacquainted with our 
own frailty.  There are numerous lessons to learn from the 
wilderness that lies just out our back door, and we apply many 
of them to our own marriage of “milk and honey.”
* see also Jer. 3:20

will give her back her vineyards, and will make the Valley of 
Achor a door of hope. There she will sing as in the days of her 
youth, as in the day she came up out of Egypt.  “In that day,” 
declares the LORD, “you will call me ‘my husband’ (Ishi); you 
will no longer call me ‘my master’ (Ba’ali).  I will remove the 
names of the Baals from her lips; no longer will their names 
be invoked” (Hos. 2:14-17).

For those who know some of the Hebraic background, a direct 
connection with the words ‘wilderness,’ ‘word’ and ‘speak’ 
or ‘speaking’ is most likely at play here. The three letter 
consonantal root, davar (xac) meaning ‘word’ or ‘thing’ 
is the base for midbar (xacn) ‘wilderness’ and medaber 
(xacn) ‘speak’ or ‘speaking’ and other important biblical 
words. In the above verse, God’s “word” to the woman Israel, 
is that she will someday call Him “my husband.” 

So much of the Bible (word) was inspired in the wilderness 
regions.  The fact that God chooses to speak tenderly to the 
‘woman Israel’ in such a historically and physically despairing 
place as the Valley of Achor (Josh. 7:24, today thought to 
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Southern Lebanese Empowerment 
Fund—education and practical assistance 
for Lebanese Christian refugees who fl ed 
from their homeland when Israel withdrew 
its defense forces in May 2000.
Funds needed: ESL and computer classes, 
day care, food stipends, help in establishing 
small businesses in Israel.

Funds needed: printing and mailing 
costs, offi ce equipment and supplies, 
rent and utilities in Jerusalem.

Personal Support— there are no salaries 
in Jerusalem Cornerstone at this point, 
and everyone is responsible for their 
own support.  If you want to designate 
a specifi c individual or family, please 
indicate name on the coupon.

Israel Emergency Aid – providing food and 
medical vouchers for emergency situations 
for anyone in the Land in need of help.
Funds needed: food vouchers, housewares 
& clothing vouchers, emergency medical 
assistance, general needs.

Children’s Fund—specifi c help for 
children caught in great need in the 
current confl ict.

Funds needed: orphanages, school 
scholarships, school supplies, 
holiday gifts, general assistance for 
children.

Shevet Achim (Dwelling Brothers)—   
under the leadership of Jonathan Miles, 
this program secures the right of passage 
for Muslim children who are desperately 
ill from Gaza, the West Bank and Arab 
countries into Israeli hospitals for life-
saving operations.  These acts of mercy 
help to neutralize the politically and 
religiously polarized groups in the region 
and open doors towards reconciliation.

Funds needed: hospital and surgery costs, 
staff support.
Operations Expense—everyday expenses of 
the ministry.

Galilee Study Center – located in Migdal, 
the ancient home of Mary Magdalene.  Here 
it is possible for modern-day disciples 
to study, rest, and refl ect in the same 
geographic area where Jesus ministered 
and taught His disciples so long ago. The 
GSC library is equipped with reference 
materials, Bible study aids, and devotionals 
helping you dig deeper into God’s word and 
the land of Jesus. 
Funds needed: general upkeep, study 
materials, staff support.

Biblical Studies in Israel (BSI)— 
accredited one year program of 
Land, Language and Literature at 
Hebrew University under the Rothberg 
International School.
Funds needed: start-up costs, 
administrative salaries, Christian guest 
faculty, student scholarships.
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The Wooing of the Wilderness
Jon “Yoni” Gerrish

How often do we as Christians equate times of hardship and 
adversity with a metaphorical ‘wilderness’ experience?

Those of us who live in Jerusalem atop the watershed of the 
Judean highlands know that an immense physical stretch 
of empty wilderness confronts us only a few meters to the 
east.  The contrast from green to brown and gray is sharp.  The 
rainfall average suddenly drops by more than half, exacting a 
heavy toll on the already sparse ground cover. Throughout more 
than seventy percent of the country and for nearly nine months 
out of each year one is hardly compelled to dwell on sweeter 
biblical imagery—‘a land fl owing with milk and honey’—while 
viewing this barren scene. 

Yet in its own way the wilderness is wildly attractive.  It 
inspires and stirs the senses.  Much of the terrain is uncharted, 
enchanting, vast and mysterious, vibrant with color and 
regularly fragrant, but often times treacherous and rather 
daunting in terms of survival.  It is itself full of contrasts and 

extremes:  it sears and freezes, it is brazen and unforgiving, 
yet beautifully delicate.  The wilderness can be a most 

exhilarating environment for those who respect 
its nature, and a nightmare for those 

unprepared to deal with the 
unexpected hardship.

Occasionally marriage 
can be compared to 

our local biblical 
wilderness, 

in that sometimes diffi culties arise which challenge the 
suppleness and veracity of the relationship. In a marital 
wilderness every emotion or action is exposed and even 
exaggerated. In this terrain there is no room for shallow 
behavior, no secrets or hiding places. Everything is laid bare. 
Anxiety, frustration, anger and a host of other emotions, 
if handled correctly, can be worked through to become 
profi table for growth. Each and every choice is critical. In the 
Judean wilderness alone there are hundreds of thousands 
of trails (paths or circles of righteousness Ps. 23:3), which 
follow the contours of the rolling hills and rugged wadi 
canyons (dry river beds). Many of these trails only lead to 
wasteland. Without the direction of a shepherd leading them 
to and from the limited number of wells and springs, sheep 
and goats wander astray and perish.  Decisions in marriage 
are no less crucial.

The biblical writers were acutely aware of the value of 
the wilderness and often speak of God and his pursuit for 
dialogue and close communion with humans in such places 
where there are no distractions and no comfort zones, and 
no better places to gain one’s undivided attention.  

Proposing marriage in the wilderness
Hosea could see a time when God’s people, Israel, would put 
away the trappings of syncretism with the religious and 
material surroundings of his day.  However, the shedding 
of “Ba’al” worship does not come as a natural or self-
motivated resolution, but rather as a directive from God.  
And here, Israel is referred to as a ‘woman:’*

“Therefore I am now going to woo her; I will lead her 
into the wilderness and speak tenderly to her.  There I 
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Good News from the Middle East by Liz Kopp

As we become fi xated on the war coverage, it is easy to miss the positive steps taken by Jordan and 
Israel towards peace.  On Friday, March 21, 2003 Kol Israel (Voice of Israel) reported:

“Seven years ago, at the peak of excitement over peace with Jordan, a joint Israel-Jordan industrial 
zone was festively declared in the Beit Shean Valley.  Since then, peace has cooled somewhat and 
the security situation has changed utterly and very little has been heard about the industrial 

zone.  However, surprisingly and with little publicity and far from the spotlight, something 
positive is happening there.  The industrial zone continues to develop and the director general 
of the Shaar Yarden Company, Shai Braverman, says that industrialists and businessmen are 

displaying great interest. Braverman: “I hope this comes as a surprise to you.  The project 
that we are setting up today is in the advanced stages and we will soon begin an aggres-
sive marketing campaign.  We are trying to attract manpower-heavy export industries.  

The fi rst business has just moved in.  This is an Israeli jewelry factory that exports to 
the US and decided to enjoy the advantages of this zone.  Manufacturers and exporters 

are given exemptions of various tariffs and are exempt from income tax for 12 years.  
What in fact attracts the industrialists is the generous reductions in customs and 
taxes.  The project is being built on both sides of the Jordan on an overall area of 

about 900 dunam and a bridge will connect the two sides which will alleviate the 
need for border crossings and will enable direct access to the Haifa port.”
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